Art and real es-
tate collided last
month at an annual
gala hosted by a non-
profit group headed
by Anita Durst, the
daughter of industry

mogul Douglas. The

From left: Chashama's founder Anita Durst; David Sturner, principal of MHP Real Estate Services, Ereela Nornberg, Ronni Anderson and

gathering, which was put on by the organization dubbed
chashama, was nothing if not eclectic. High-level real es-
tate bigwigs mixed with performance artists, some scantily
dressed, others donning ghost getups. And we would be re-
miss if we did not mention the human candelabra.

“The goal of the chashama gala is to be not your usual
rubber chicken dinner,” said Anita Durst, the founderand
creative director of the organization, which partners with

Eran Nornberg of Atum Equity; Mark Griffith and Gordon Golub of Urban Compass get down with the evening's performing ghosts; the “Shrine of the
Church of Girl,” an installation of living candles, was a highlight of the evening.

Breaking away from rubber chicken dinners

property owners to secure donated or subsidized space for
artists.

“We wanted it to be more experiential and to thatend, we
have over 40 performers including muffin head costumes,
an aerialist, dance-oke, and hair art,” she said. “The eventis
to celebrate the creative spirit and hopefully, for the busi-
nessman to loosen up!”

And loosen up they did. By Ann Imperatore




