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Crowds in the aisles at SCOPE’s Thursday night preview.
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On Thursday night crowds squeezed into the side of the Farley Post Office building

on 33rd Street,  which is hosting the SCOPE art fair for the second year in a row.  The

setting is essentially a dressed-up parking lot,  and could not be more appropriate

for the stripe of street art- focused dealers the fair attracts.  While the art on view is

extremely uneven,  the atmosphere is undeniably fun and upbeat.  The cautionary

words of a large Banksy piece greeting visitors as they enter—”The Grumpier You

Are,  the More Assholes You Meet,” painted on the rear door of a truck during his

October 2013 “residency” in New York,  now on sale for around US$400,000 in Art

Now NY‘s booth (C01)—hardly seem necessary here,  where the vibe is resolutely

cheerful.
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